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Stormwater vs. Wastewater A growing
number of wastewater agencies are as-
suming stormwater management responsi-
bilities. Ten reasons managing stormwater
is different from wastewater

#1 - Stormwater is tied intimately to land use.
The ability to actually predict stormwater flow
volumes and quality from land use is an impre-
cise art, while the effects of such flows are pre-
cisely experienced.

#2 - Stormwater is a provisional system. In
wastewater, a major pipe burst is fixed prompt-
ly — day or night. Stormwater systems work
flawlessly when it is not raining. A clogged
channel may go for years without attention.

#3 - Stormwater has unlimited peak flow.
While the absolute peak flow within a
wastewater system is fairly easy to predict,
stormwater is flashy, rare, and extreme.

#4 - Based on land ownership not system own-
ership. In the utility paradigm, ownership and
operation of a system is key. Land ownership
typically is not a barrier to operations. Storm-
water “systems” are a mishmash of ditches,
pipes, driveway culverts, streams (both ephem-
eral and perennial), ponds, inlets, and other
miscellaneous structures.

#5 - Stormwater is based on MEP. On Dec. 8,
1999, The U.S. Congress included stormwater
discharges under the National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System (NPDES) program.
On that date, stormwater became a strange
bedfellow with wastewater. In wastewater,
numeric effluent quality is the goal. And there
are set ways of attaining those goals. However,
in stormwater — because at this point in time
there are few places that have numeric storm-
water wet weather standards — what we do
becomes the measure of compliance and only
indirectly what we attain.

#6 - Stormwater is characterized by episodic
discharges of nonpoint pollution. Part of the
problem with stormwater is that it has thou-
sands of nonpoint sources with point delivery
mechanisms. This is different from wastewater
where contained point sources are understood
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Can you guess what this is? Hint: Easy to distin-

guish when identifying organisms. They have a
tubular pharynx, an eyespot, claws, and intestine.
They resemble teddy bears with six legs. Tardi-
grades usually indicate low food to mass ratios
and good BOD degradation.

Sludge Year ends July

3 1St 2015. Please make sure you

have up to date TCLP, PCB, Paint Filter and
Land Apps. Call or email Eastex Lab if you
need to get one done.

Eastex Lab accepts Total Coli-
forms samples everyday. Bring them

to Eastex Environmental Laboratory or CA Il

US to schedule a pick up.

Tel: 936 653 3249
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Utilize the TCEQ website for guidance, schedules and sites. Lookup your
system ID. Follow these 4 easy steps:

Answer to
Bug Of The Month: : : Y
1. Fill out form 201467 for site Selection

Waterbear 2. Send it in to get approval of sites selection

3. Collect your samples.

4. Send it to Eastex Lab with form 20680.

Eastex Lab will help do your reporting. Call Daniel at Eastex Lab if you have ques-
tions. You can also email Laurie Gehlsen at laurie.gehlsen@tceq.texas.gov
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